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nefs of a fmall Star; from the Comparifon of which
with the Tail the Brightnefs of the latter may in
fome fort be colle@ed : The Tail appear’d fharper, and
not fo much fpread in the two following Obferva-
tions, and in the laft did not exceed one third Part
of the firft Length ; it was then of a much darker
Colour, which made the Difference between that and
the Head more obfervable, the Head yet appearing
{ufficiently bright. For fome following Nights his
Lordfhip’s Obfervations were interrupted by cloudy
Weather, after which the Comet was fo far diminifh’d,
as only to be known by its Motion, its Appearance
being no ways diftinguifhable from that of a {mall
nebulofe Star.

I, Obfervatio ejufdem Comete ab Iluftriffimo Do-.

mino Francifco Bianchini babita Albani Men-
fe O&obri, 1723. & ab eodem Ulyfipponem
miffa P. Joanni Baptiftz Carbone Soc ¥ ESU.
Commuuicavit Haacus Samuda, M. D. Col. Med.
Lond. L. S.R.S.

D LE 17 Ofobris, poftquam Jovialium Comitum
{itum obfervaffem forté in Conftellationem Ca.
pricorni oculos conieci ; cumque aftra fingula percur-
rerem, in quamdam veluti nebulofam ftellam incidi,
ceteris fane grandiorem, quam tamen ibidem loct
numquam antea obfervaram. Rei novitate perfcru-
taturus, eo Telefcopium direxi, ftatimque Cometen
effe deprehendi ; fiquidem tenuifime nebulz globus
apparuit, ejufque in medio veluti lucidus nucleolus.
Idem quoque nudis oculis difcernere licuit ; & pra-
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ter nebulam, feu Cometz atmofphzram, brevem quo-
que caudam, quz ad orientem vergebat, eratque hu-
jufmodi. [ Fig. 4.7

Ne me igitur ea occafio prateriret, confuetas circa
illum obfervationes inftitui, ut ejus Longitudinem,
Latitudinem, propriumque motum deprehenderem.

Et quidem prima nocte, die nempe 17. fupradicta,
tranfiit per Meridianum (qui pené cum Romano coin-
cidit) circa horam feptimam 44" poft Merid. ejufque
diftantia & Zenith, 69° 29/,

Hora &, 11/ 30” diftantia Comete & Fomabant A-
quarii, intercepta eft, 20° 337 & hora & 17 30"
diftabat & Stella A in humero dextero Aquarii, 21°
8. Proindeque verfabatur Cometes in 11° 54/, Aqua-
rii; cam Latitudine Auftrali ab Ecliptica 11° 10’
circiter.

Die 21. erat adeo proximus Stelle ¢ in Lino fupra
manum finifftram Aquariy, quam ipla ¢ eft proxima
Stelle x minori in eodem Lino, conftituebatque Co-
metes cum utraque Stella ¢, w rettam Lineam, fic
[ Fig. 5.7 Ex hac igitur obfervatione, & ex Afcen-
fionis re&z nec non declinationis differentii inter
Cometen, & fupraditam Stellam ¢ quam diligen-
tifime obfervavi, infertur locus Comete fuifle in
6° 4_;’. Aquarii cum Latitudine Boreali ab Eclipt.
8° 5/,

Hinc etiam infertur qualis Comet motus proprius
fuerit, & quale iter ; per planum fcilicet circuli
maximi fecantis Eclipticam in gradu 9 Aquarii, & con-
ftituentis cum eadem Ecliptica-angulum 8o gr.iuum
circiter.

Reliquis diebus eadem femper proportione movebas
tur, magifque in dies elongari & terra vifus eft.

Paral



{53)

Parallaxim nullam fenfibilem, etfi pluries inten
taverim, deprehendere potui; proindeque maxima
ejus diftantia 2 terra credenda eft.

Ha&enus llluftriflimus Dominus Francifcus Bian-
chini in Mathematicis Scientiis apprime eruditus, & in
ebfervando, quoad noverim, accuratiffimus. Ejus
obfervatio & noftra, mea f{cilicet, ac Prioris' Dominici
Carpa 7 vix in uno aut altero minuto quoad latitudinem
difcrepavit, ceterim omnino conformis. Quapropter
nec illam hic arbitror apponendam.

LV. Obfervations about Walps, and the Difference
of their Sexes. By the Reverend M. Derham,
F.R.S. Prebendary of Windfor.

IN the Beginning of Fuly laft 1723. having fre-
quent occafion to be on the Top of our Collegiaze
Chapel in.Windfor-Caflle, 1 oblerved many Wafps fly-
ing about it, and particularly frequenting a Covering
of Deal Boards, and the Piecesof Timber lying on the
Leads. I took netice that moft of thefe Wafps were
of a larger fort than ufual, and thought they came
thither to gnaw the Wood, ‘and to carry it away in
Mouthfuls to build their Nefts ; the Artifice of which
1 have taken notice of in - my Phyf. Theol. particular-
ly B.4g.ch. 110 note 21. and chap. 13. not. 12.  But
having caught fome of them, and amongft the reft a
large Queen-Wafp (which fort of Wafp, by the by,
neyer engages in any Labours of the Colony) I be-
gan to -be more {tri¢t in my Obfervations; and on Fu~
Iy 6. 1 obferved a Clufter of only three Wafps clofely
embracing each other ; one of which was a large FZ
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